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The proposec protest siie was @valuated in the ficld in juce, 3999, This area 5s faund oo the Rock
Isiznd erade rozd an the lower slopes of Badger MMoentain, [0is a relatively Tat arca overlocking
Racs [sland Creek. The former git site bad Deen reseeded with cresied wheaterass (dgrapyron
cristatum. The andisturbed ares supports a lidkosol commurary dominated av 2 scabland sagebrush
(Artemizia rigido) and Sandbery bluegrass (FPoa secunda) commugite, The Jithaso: community is
surrounded by areas with a greater soll dovelopraent supporting 2 big sagsboash Cdrremizia
irigeniarsi and bluehunel wheatlgrass @ prog o picaluns| COmmUnioy. Mearky o the weast, the
rzea drops aff abreptly to the crock aver & 1009 Teel 2elow, Here. there are o.iffs and 1alus ol hasalr.
Cr che ¢lifls and talus. Phacelis leare, a Vederal specics of conearn, has besn acate:l,

st other T'E of sensitive species were located. Some of the D omatium sp. known 1o 9e celtural
rooleTops e lecated -n the scabiand conymunities.

Mo special considgeretian for planl resources are keing made, sincs the propesed excavation is not
expected to iveive the <IUT or 1alus areas.
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